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A New Military Control in Great Britain

Gerneral SIR HENRY
S. RAWLINSON.

By F. CUNLIFFE-OWEN.
HE superscssion of Gen. Sir Will-
inm Hobertson by Gen. Sir Henry

Wilson is aceording to Premier Lloyd

(icorge’s admission iu Parliamenl on

Tuesday last a coneession by Gireat Brit

sin lo the United States, to Frunee and

to the olher nations of the Entente. It

js well that this should be thoroughly

undenstood and appreciated in America,

where un atlempt has been made to create

the impression that hoberisons virtual

removal from the post of Chiel of the
» Imperial Staff and prm:u-al wilitary
member of the Army Council in London
Las been brought about by a disereditabie
politico-journalistic intrigue. The fact of
the matter is that unity of military action,
which President Wilson and the leading
statesmen of France, Ttaly and England
lave come to regard as indispensable to
the ultimale victory of our canse, had be-
come impossible as lorg e Sir William
Robertson remained in power at White-
hall.

The Failure at Cambrai.

Col. Repingten, former military expert
of the London Times, in his all too extrav-
aganl partisanship in behalf of Robertson
attributes the muddle at Cambrai before
Christmas to the failare of the Cabinet in
London to supply the British command in
France with the full quots of troops
needed to carry out the operations
planned by the late Chief of the Imperial
Staff. If this had really been the case,
Sir William should not have permitted
the execution of his projects until he had
a sufficient number of divisions and guns
fur the purpose.

The real reason of the failure of Gen.
Sir Julian Byng's coup at Cambrai was
the absence of any proper understanding
with the French forces available for co-
operation and support. There were sev-
eral French divisions within call. Bul
they had not been warned and their as-
gis'ance was not invoked until too late.

Absence of Unity.

If the achievements of tbe Falenle
Powers in France dunng the last forty-
four months of war have nol been com-
mensurate with the patriofic sacrifices
which they have made aud with the mag-
nifieent heroism of their Lroops, it has
been due to this selfsume absence of
nevessary unity of understanding and
action between those who buve had su-
preme direction of the operations of the
different armies. At one eritical moment
in the great battle of the Marne its vie
torious issue was imperilied through a
mi-understanding between Marshal Joffre
and Lord French. Indecd, it wzs the dif-
fienliy of securing the agreement of this
Britzzh Field Marshal to the views of the
French Generalissimo that led te his su-
pereession by Sir Donglas Haiz and his
retorn to Foglamd.

Sir Dongrlas 1= a man of exqguisite facl,
atd if he bad been left to himsell and
hiod been arcorded a free hand would have
worked i complete  upison with his
1":opeds bruther commanders, amons whom
T e pons well deserimd 1o I'n-
foriunately he did not luae the
avthority that hiad hevn -an.'.'_--[
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London the operations of (he British
forces in thie ficld in Frunce,

It 15 a notorivus fact (hut daring the
[a-t two menths of the hfe of Kitchener
ar endenvor was made tu elip his wings
and to restrict (he authorily of which he
hzd beeome invested ss Seerciary of State
for War. Sir William Robertson, who
had aceompliished marvels in the way of
feeding the lroops as Quartermaster-Gen-
cital in the siaff of Losd French, was
brought home from France and appointed
Chiet of the Imperial Stafl in the place
of Gen. Sir Archibald Murray, but with
vastly increased and altogether exeep-
tional powers—at the expense of Mitch-
ener.  Although he bad distinguishe  him-
self chiefly as an administralor ae was
given the eontrol and supervision of all
the British armies in the field and the
supreme direction of their strategical
operalions.

Resentment in Fr i

Kitrhener perizhed at sea at the height
of his well earned fame and popularity
before there had been sufficient time to
exasperate him into resigning the See-
retaryship of State fo: War. But Hob-
ertson remained possessed of the excep-
tional powers with which he had béen in-
vested and made nse of them from that
time on to the uttermost limit.

At one time be aroused so much resent-
ment in France that he was obliged to
permit Sir Douglas Haig to subordinate
himsell in a ecertain operation to the
Freneh Gencralissimo Nivelle, For rea-
sons which it would take too long to
enumerate here and which were not wholly
military, Nivelle failed in his altempt to
hurl back the Germans to uny extent and
was superseded by Petain as General-
issimo.

This had the effect of rendering Rob-
erizon more than ever disinclined to defer
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to the views of the Freneh Commander in
Chief. Indecd, he got into such a hubit
of rejecting each proposal of the French
military aunthorities for coneerted action
that he came to the nickname among
them of “General Non-Non,” since he al-
ways said “Non” to everything.

This was an intolerable eondition of af-
fairs, which lasted far too long. The dit-
ficulty has been solved by the appoint-
ment of Gen. Sir Henry Wilson in his
plove.

Gen. Wilson's Career.

Sir Heary, a miited and brilliunt Irish-
man, with all the tact and echarm of mun-
pner of his raee, 13 the very antithesis of
Sir William Robertson. It was Sir Henry
who while commandant of the Staff Col-
lege in 1908 worked out the main plans
for the British expeditionary force on
the Continent which were followed to the
very letter six years afterward on the
outbreak of the present war.

The story goes that lecturing at the
Staff College, Sir Heary indieated Mons
as the point near which, if ever Germany
invaded Belgium, the British foree would
find itself in great difficulties by reason
ol the madequacy of the nnmber of its
men and of its guns. The plans of the
operations were his.  Curiously enough it
fell to bim to contribute in no small
measure {o the suecess of the retreat from
Mons by holding up the forces of Von
Kluck from early dawn until nightfall
on the memorable Aunguat 268, 1914, with
a couple of divisions, though outnumbered
by about five to onc in men and gune.

Sir Heury Wilson, who received the
slar of the Onder of the Bath fur his
services on this nccasion, did nol manuge
to hit things off well with Lord French
and accordingly asked to be relieved of
the neeessity of serving any longer under
Ins ordrra, and retnrmed to England.
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_\\ vmerald free {rom flaw would be
'} the most preeous of all stones,
1
maintuin experts of the Smithsonian In-
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Muny virfues were once aseribed to this
stone: when worn it was held to be a pre-
servative against epilepsy and other ail-
menfa, 1t was also valuuble as a charm
sgrainst evil spinits;

The crysials are simple in form;
merely hexagonal prisma attactied at one
end to the matrix, with uspally a flat face
at right angles 1o its axis on the other end.
They sre variably flawed, so much so
that a “Huwless emerald” bas become a
procerbial  exprssion  for unattainable
porfeciion.

Tie larzest single erystal, said to weigh
pine  aml  threequarter ounces, is in
posscasion of the Duke of Devonshire, bt
the National Musoum at Washingion las

an execllont spee i: nen from Stony Puoint,
N. (., whiek weishs eizhil and lh!‘u -(jnar-
fo= eree, or mers Lthan 1,200 earats, and
i< the Ligest ever found in the Uniled
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Qeneral SIE W|LL|AM
ROBERTSON

Owing 1o the |ur.-unal hostility and
prejudice ugainit him of Sir William
Kobertzon ut ghe War Depariment Sie
Henry was anable to seeure employment
until Premier Llovd Goorge's attontion
wns druwn (o the matter.  Lloyvd George
made Wilson's aequuintance, was greatly
inpresscd by him and so much slruck by
hig elevirnes< that when e went to Rome
last autumn to attend the conferenee held
there of the P'remiers and Foreign Min-
isters of the Entente he insisted upon Sie
Heary Wilon acvompanying him, along
with Gen. Smuts, as his military advisers,

Representsative at Versailles.

When it was deeided to organize a
supreme war council at Versailles and
Gen. Foch, the bram of the viclory of
the Mame, was appointed representative
of France, the British Premier gratified
the authoritiex in "aris by nominating Sie
Heury Wilsin ns Fnglish plenipotentiary.
It was found impossible, however, for this
eouncil to accomplish anything us long ss
its devisions were disapproved, negatived
and obstruneted by Gen, Sir Willium Rob-
ertson at Whitehall. That is why he has
been ohliged to resign his post and to
make way for (en. Sir Henry Wilson,
whose place in the Entente War Couneil
Board at Versuilles has heen taken by his
close friend and crony (ien. Sir Henry
Rawlinson, an officer of much the same
type.

Like Wilson, Sir Henry Rawlinson is a
thorough man of the world, a soldicr of
the scientific and intellectual order and a
shining light of the Stale College, of
whith he was commandant for several
years, He was with Roberls in India,
with Kitchener in the Sudan and with
Sir Qeorge White in the defence of Lady-
smith, i3 the author of that standard vol-
ume known as The Officer’s Note Book
and is the son of the famous Onentalist,
archeologist and explorer of the ruins of
Persia and Mesopotamta, who was the
first to decipher the cuneitorm inscrip-
tions in Persia.

Whatever friction there may huve been
Iwlween the military anthorities of the
various Fatente Powers is now, thanks
to these new appointments, a thing of the
pust, and perfert unity ot action is as-
sured in all future strategic operntions,

Team Work Now Sure,

There is no danger of any furlher mis-
upderstanding.  Tream work i3 assured.
Sir Heury Wilson and Sir Henry Ruw-
linson, who are on terms of great inli-
macy with Gen. Smuts, now the military
metaber of the War Cabiuet in London,
are in complete harmony with Gen. Foeh,
the chief of the General Stafl of the
French army, and the most trusted mili-
tary advizer of Premier Clemencean.

All that is necessary for the [uture sne-
cess of our cause is that the very neces-
sary removal of Gen. Sir William Rob-
erizon {rom the chieftaincy of the Impe-
rial General Stafl ut Whitehall should not
be allowed Lo be used for purposes ol dis-
creditable political intrigue to bring about
the overthrow of Lload George. Lloyd
Gieorge's downlall would be hailed ut Bere
Iir as a greal victory. The German news.
pupers wake no secrel about the matter
and intimate that whereas the shipwrecks
of the former I'rench Cabinets were mere
footnotes in the history of the war, the
defeat of Llovd George and his disappears
arce from the P'remiership would form
one of the me=! imporiant chapless of the
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